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SUBJECT: A MID TERM APPRECIATION OF THE GOVT'S LATEST PRIVATE POLL 
DATE 

1 . EMBOFFS TALKED WITH THE GOVT'S CHIEF POLL TAKER FRIDAY, 

JUNE 3, WHO GAVE US A PARTIAL READING ON HIS MID TERM 
POLLING IN RESPECT TO THE CORTES ELECTIONS. NATIONWIDE 
THEY TOOK AN ENORMOUS SMAPLE (30,000). OUR INTERLOCUTOR, 

A RESPECTED SOCIAL SCIENTIST, FELT THEY HAD MADE A GOOD 
EFFORT AT STRATIFICATION, BUT IT ALWAYS POSSIBLE THAT 
THE SIZE OF THE SAMPLE MIGHT SIMPLY MULTIPLY ERROR. HE 
HAD READINGS ON 10 PROVINCES, INCLUDING MADRID. 

2. IN MADRID, THERE WAS A CONSIDERABLY HIGHER PERCENTAGE 
OF VOTERS WHO HAVE ALREADY MADE UP THEIR MINDS BECAUSE OF 
THE AMPLE DISSEMINATION OF POLITICAL INFORMATION HERE. 

THE MADRID RESULTS WERE: 

74 PER CENT OF THE ELIGBLE VOTERS HAVE MORE OR LESS 
MADE UP THEIR MINDS, LEAVING 26 UNDECIDED. 

40 PER CENT WOULD VOTE FOR THE SUAREZ-LED UCD. 

17 PER CENT WOULD VOTE FOR FELIPE GONZALEZ'S 
SOCIALIST PCOE. 

ALL THE REST FELL BELOW 10 PER CENT WITH BOTH THE FRAGA- 
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LED ALIANZA POPULAR AND THE COMMUNISTS (PCE) AT ABOUT 6 PER CENT. 

3. IN THE OTHER PROVINCES, THE SUAREZ COALITION LED IN 
ALL BUT ONE (THE THREE-SEAT DISTRICT OF TERUEL, WHERE 
ALIANZA POPULAR LEADER CRUZ MARTINEZ ESTRUELAS WAS VERY 
POPULAR). AT THE SAME TIME GIVEN THE LARGER NUMBERS OF 
UNDECIDED IN THESE OTHER PROVINCES, THE CENTER STRENGTH WAS 
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LOWER. IN CONTRAST THE AP STRENGTH WAS SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER 
THAN IN MADRID, SO MUCH SO THAT IF THESE RESULT WERE 
REPEATED THE FRAGA-LED GROUP MIGHT ACTUALLY RUN AHEAD OF THE 
PSOE NATIONWIDE. 

4. THESE RESULTS, HE SUGGESTED, IF THEY HELD GOOD THROUGH 
THE ELECTIONS WOULD EASILY GIVE THE CENTER A CLEAR PLURALITY 
OVER ITS NEAREST RIVALS, BUT THEY WERE NOT SUFFICIENT 

TO ASSURE SUAREZ A WORKABLE COALITION. CONSEQUENTLY, THE 
DECISION HAD BEEN MADE TO HAVE SUAREZ GO BEFORE THE CAMERAS 
FOR THE UCD'S LAST TEN MINUTE SPOT ON NATIONAL TELEVISION 
ON JUNE 13, BECAUSE IT WAS FELT THAT ONLY A MORE DIRECT 
INTERVENTION OF SUAREZ WOULD ASSURE THE CENTRO DEMOCRATICO 
PICKING UP A PERCENTAGE SOMEWHERE IN THE 40 PER CENT RANGE. (WE 
NOTE SUAREZ ALSO JUST PAID A HIGHLY PUBLICIZED "COURTESTY" VISIT 
TO UCD HEADQUARTERS.) GIVEN THE FACT THAT MOST OF THE 
UNDECIDED, ON AN ATTITTUDE SCALE, SHOWED POLITICAL ATTITUDES 
RANGING FROM CENTER TO CENTER RIGHT, HE THOUGHT SUAREZ 
MORE DIRECT INJECTION INTO THE CAMPAIGN COULD EVEN BOOST 
THE CENTER'S VOTE TO 50 PER CENT BUT HE NOTED THAT 
EXTRAPOLATION WAS A SHAKY BUSINESS. 

5. COMMENT: THIS CONVESATION SHOWS ONCE AGAIN THAT 
THIS ELECTION WILL BE HARD TO PREDICT WITH PRECISION, 

EXCEPT TO SAY THAT SUAREZ' COALITION WILL HOLD A SIGNIFICANT 
PLURALITY OVER THE OTHERS, AND JUST AS IMPORTANT, WILL 
LEAD IN MOST PROVINCES, GIVING IT AN ADVANTAGE THROUGH 
THE WORKINGS OF THE D'HONDT PROPORTIONAL SYSTEM (SEPTEL) 

IN TERMS OF PERCENTAGES OF SEATS. WE FIND IT INTERESTING 
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THAT OUT INTERLOCUTOR SHOULD COUNTER THE NOW WIDELY PREVAILING 
NOTION THAT THE PSOE WOULD RUN AHEAD OF THE AP. THE COVERSATION 
AGAIN SUGGESTS THAT OTHER SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL FORCES 
(CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS AND COMMUNISTS) WILL NOT DO VERY WELL. 
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